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Japan Environmental Council (JEC) Board of Directors Statement
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We sternly protest the Russian invasion of Ukraine, demand an immediate end to armed

attacks, and insist that Russia totally withdraw from Ukraine!
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Already about one month has passed since February 24 when President Vladimir Putin ordered the
Russian military to launch an invasion of neighboring Ukraine. During this time the armed attacks
by Russia’s military have continued and increased in severity. There has been a succession of
indiscriminate attacks on homes, schools, and hospitals, leading to many civilian casualties including
children. Russia has not only committed the dangerous acts of militarily taking control of nuclear-
related facilities including a nuclear power plant, but has also openly made threats such as the use of
nuclear weapons. These are all none other than unforgivable criminal, barbaric acts under

international law.
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JEC is a unique interdisciplinary network-like organization comprising mainly researchers and
experts ranging across the fields of natural sciences, social sciences, and the humanities. During
the 40-odd years since JEC’s founding in June 1979 we have worked for the purposes of solving
pollution and environmental problems, and facilitating environmental conservation in Japan and
abroad. Our founding declaration stated, “Conservation of the environment is one of the greatest
tasks facing humanity, along with others such as achieving peace, eliminating poverty, and securing
democracy and basic human rights.” We have persistently conducted a range of activities aimed at

accomplishing these tasks.
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As part of these endeavors, we pursued grass-roots mutual exchanges with the Ukrainian people
on the occasion of the Fukushima nuclear accident, which occurred in connection with the Great
East Japan Earthquake, and not a few JEC members have visited Kiev and other Ukrainian cities.

It is with truly unbearable feelings that we JEC members, in our capacity as researchers and experts
on environmental problems, regard this Russian armed invasion and the resulting desperate situation
including the loss of innumerable lives and a flood of refugees, as well as military attacks on nuclear

power plants.
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The JEC Board of Directors feels sincerely troubled by the fact that all wars and armed invasions
bring about the worst human rights violations and grave environmental damage. We sternly protest
the Russian invasion of Ukraine which was launched on February 24th, and we demand the soonest

possible cessation of armed attacks, as well as the total withdrawal of Russian forces from Ukraine.



